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364 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW. 

American Life", which treats of a period when America's growing pains 
were very severe. One might expect that a book by Mr. "Wheeler bear- 
ing this title, would consist largely of a record of his active life in the 
legal profession. Such expectations, however, are only meagerly ful- 
filled by Has volume in the form of a brief chapter devoted to the 
history of certain reforms of procedure and practice, and in a promise 
by the author, which one may well hope to see executed, at a future time 
to publish a volume on his professional experiences. 

Aside from the first few chapters in which the writer gives his 
impressions of events immediately preceding the outbreak of the Civil 
"War, recounts occurrences during the War as they appeared to a young 
New Tork lawyer, and tells of that decade of bitterness, the period of 
reconstruction, the book is a detailed account of the struggle for 
reforms in the tariff, currency, and the civil service, and for the better- 
ment of municipal government in New York City, in all of which Mr. 
Wheeler took an active and frequently a leading part. The book relates 
minutely and vividly the many obstacles which opposed these measures 
and the means and methods by which their final accomplishment was 
effected. The chapters dealing with New York City politics from the 
mayoralty of Eernando Wood to the present time, are most encouraging 
to those who regard constant effort as a means of improvement superior 
to sporadic waves of indignation. The final chapter, entitled "Changes 
in Sixty Years", takes stock and makes comparisons, pointing to ad- 
vances of many sorts in science and government, rendering life more 
agreeable to-day than sixty years ago. It is the brief of an optimist, 
whose unselfish public career is characterized by honesty, courage, and 
achievement. 
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